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www.statetoolanddie.com  

I like to thank  the members of the Steel Mill 
Modeling Group, Steel Mill Pictorial Group and 
the Yahoo Steel Mill Group for what you all 
have done to make this newsletter possible. 
Thank you all who have contributed to passed 
and future issues of The Mill Newsletter.  

As Always Take Care, Stay Safe, Happy 
Modeling and May God Bless you all.

     Editor, Don Dunn
Assistant Editor, Brady McClelland

This newsletter is to recognize the members of 
the steel mill community that would like to 
share their modeling ideas, on how-to builds of 
steel mills and equipment and the members 
who like to share their knowledge of the steel 
industry in general. This also includes 
industries that support the steel industry 
including coal, lime store, slag, coke, etc.

The Steel Mill Modeling group was founded 
on October 21, 2014,
January  1st, 2022: 3,006 members
https://www.facebook.com/groups/708840849171343/

The Steel Mill Pictorial group was founded
on July 14, 2017,
January 1st, 2022: 37,783 members
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1561038727264008/

The Mill is a publication of the Steel Mill 
Modeling and Steel Mill Pictorial groups and 
is available to readers quarterly. The Mill is 
only available in PDF format and is a free 
download for anyone interested.

To download past newsletters follow the provided 
link. The Mill Newsletter
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     Anyone who would like to submit pictures, 
articles, club news, upcoming  shows or evens to 
be placed in future issues of The Mill, please send 
an email to don_csx@hotmail.com. Pictures used 
have be of your own collection or used with 
permission.  When submitting pictures the bigger 
the better for detail purposes.

 Submission information

Cover

Billy Jones' Bethlehem Steel Layout Blast Furnace

     All pictures in The Mill are used with 
permission. If there are any questions 
concerning pictures or articles used please 
send them to don_csx@hotmail.com  and 
the question will be forwarded to the 
contributor of the photo or article.

http://www.prairie-works.com/steel-mill-modeling.html

SUPERDETAILNG WALTHERS COKE OVENS: The 
Walthers Coke Ovens is a great kit and the only one of its 
kind, but it is somewhat thin on some details, lacks some key 
components and is too small.

This video shows how to transform two Walthers kits into 
something approaching museum-quality. Tons of detail are 
added to the kits that includes lengthening them, walkways, 
handrails, trolley lines, ammonia liquor spray pipes, modified 
quench tower, quench locomotive, coke guide, door 
extractor, oven pusher, coal dumphouse, coke load-out, coke 
wharf and new smokestack Finally the finished model is 
painted, weathered and mounted to the base with trackage.

The presenter is Jeff Borne, known for his heavy industry 
HO-scale layout “Columbia River Steel Corp.”

Includes a self-starting CD-ROM “book” with 314 photos and 
a list of parts used in the project and a 100-page construction 
instructions (in PDF format). CD contents can be printed out. 
The video is two hours. $24.95 + free shipping (in the United 
States only)

Jeff Borne’s Super Detailing Walthers Coke Oven. 

mailto:don_csx@hotmail.com
mailto:don_csx@hotmail.com
http://www.prairie-works.com/steel-mill-modeling.html


Billy Jones Bethlehem Steel Layout

Modeler’s Corner

Few over all shots of Billy's steel mill layout. The layout has since been dismantled and the mill has found a new home. 



3D printed parts for Sylvan Resin Ore Boat by Circus City Decals

Modeler’s Corner

                 Hull Painted                                                                       Installing Printed Hatch Sides

Original Bullworks New Bullworks

3D printed Railings Installed Painted Hatch Covers



Rear Decals & Anchor

Test fitting wheelhouse. Wheelhouse & Hull Decals

Anchor Pocket paintedAnchor Pocket Install

3D Printed Stack



Anchor Winch

Hatch Crane before paint Hatch crane painted

Completed Ship

Back of wheelhouse with railings installed

For  list of all 3D printed parts available through Circus City Decals please visit there website at. 
https://circuscitydecals.com/

https://circuscitydecals.com/


More thoughts on modeling sinter plants

By John Teichmoeller

INTRODUCTION

The 4th Quarter 2021 issue of The Mill reprinted the late Dale Sailors’ article on sintering plants. 
 This article was originally published in Lineside,  the quarterly publication of the Railroad 
Industry Modeling Special Interest Group.   Dale describes the sintering process as well as a 
number of prototype sinter plants.  He also shows and briefly describes a model of a sinter plant 
that Dean Freytag had built, but Dale’s article is not a construction article.

SINTER PLANT TOURS
All of the raw material inputs to the iron making process produce “fines,” small particles that 
ideally should not be put into the blast furnace and would otherwise go to a landfill unless 
processed as sinter.  Sinter plants produce an improved charge for the blast furnace by 
agglomerating the fines into a sort of mineral taffy that works well in the blast furnace.    If you 
are lucky to get a steel mill tour, you probably won’t be taken to the sinter plant.   I have had 
what I would call “peripheral” experiences with full-scale sinter plants.   The first one goes back 
to the 1980s where at a Society for Industrial Archeology Annual Conference, Don Young led a 
“forced march” through the sinter plant at Bethlehem Steel’s Bethlehem plant.  We charged up 
and down stairs and along semi-open corridors.  The sinter plant wasn’t operating—if it had 
been they probably wouldn’t have let us in--so it was challenging to figure out what we were 
actually looking at.  The sinter plant at Bethlehem if I recall correctly was wrapped around the 
river end of the ore pit.  During a tour of Bethlehem’s Sparrows Point plant in 1995 we drove by 
the sinter plant but it was not possible to get any decent photos from the bus.     Finally, I also 
got a chance to see what appeared to be molten sinter being discharged from Wheeling 
Pittsburgh’s Mingo Jct. OH plant from a distance, but more about this below.    



SINTER PLANT MODEL BY MIKE RABBITT
The late Mike Rabbitt built a model sinter plant for his layout.  He brought it to John Glaab’ s 
2011 Steel Mill Modeler’s Conference, styled as “The Magarac Society,” held at the Turf Valley 
Resort and Conference Center in outer Ellicott City, MD.   Moreover, Mike gave an excellent 
PowerPoint presentation.  In this presentation he covered basic sinter plant history and 
architecture and showed how he built his model.  His model is a hybrid of several prototypes but 
was strongly influenced by the plant of McClouth Steel in Trenton, MI. Mike showed how his 
CAD skills were used to develop the components.   He situated the finished model between his 
Bessemer melt shop and his ore pit.  I do not know if he ever offered HO scale drawings for it 
as part of his plans service and I don’t know who controls the database of digital clinics 
presented at the late John Glaab’ s Magarac Society meets.   

Overall view of Mike Rabbitt’s sinter plant, 2011



High line delivering limestone, ore and coke fines to sinter plant

Cooling beds; Mike has modeled a 2-strand plant



“FAKE FRONT” SINTER PLANT
Mike’s plant, as was all his modeling work, was pretty overwhelming.  Dean Freytag’s Cyclopedia of 
Industrial Modeling  was at one time envisioned as a multi-volume work, and I know more chapters for 
Dean’s models had been drafted that were supposed to be published in additional volumes.   I don’t know 
if there was a chapter on the sinter plant. But Dean was involved in another sinter plant model.   Readers 
may recall that Dean developed a “fake front” structure kit that was packaged and sold by Plastruct.  It 
wasn’t so much a kit as a box very full of various Plastruct materials.   This structure was never 
represented as anything more than a “generic heavy industrial backdrop,” and it is recognizable on many 
shelf-style industrial theme layouts.   However, Dean developed a second “fake front” that actually was 
represented as a sinter plant.  I believe it was introduced in 2010 or perhaps a year or two earlier. 

Sinter plant model from Plastruct catalog

Sinter loadout bin and main building. Tall building was inspired by a 1917 facility at the Mingo Works of Carnegie Steel



Sinter loadout bin and main building. Tall building was inspired by a 1917 facility at the Mingo Works of Carnegie Steel

Enlarged section of Koppers ad, 1955 edition, Watkins Cyclopedia of the Steel Industry



Koppers ad, p. 45 of the 1955 edition, Watkins Cyclopedia of the Steel Industry



Surprise, surprise!  While Dean usually made it a point to NOT slavishly copy a prototype in his 
modeling, it turns out that this model was indeed inspired by a prototype at Wheeling-Pittsburgh 
Steel in Mingo Jct., OH.  A small image of the prototype appeared in a Koppers ad in the 1955 
Watkins Cyclopedia of the Steel Industry.  Doesn’t it have a marvelous collection of shapes and 
textures?

 I even have a vague recollection of seeing this facility in person from a distance during one of 
several visits to Wheeling-Pittsburghover the years with what I assume was molten sinter being 
discharged from a “port” in the structure into a railcar or something else which was not visible.  I 
don’t believe I bothered to photograph it because of the distance (I think the plant was along the 
Ohio River and I was standing on public property on a road). (And thanks to Dave Moltrup and 
Vincent Altiere for helping me locate the Watkins image which I knew I had but couldn’t 
remember where I had seen it.)

MODELING OTHER MILL WASTE
Last but not least, John Gallagher and others have from time to time made presentations on 
modeling various traffic flows related to the steel industry without the need to have a blast 
furnace, BOF, etc.  Here is another example:  At the 2001 RRISIG meet in Birmingham 
(organized by Dale Sailors) we toured US Steel’s Fairfield Works.  Parked under the blast 
furnace dust collector was a funky old open hopper car that was being filled with the sludge 
from the pug mill.  This sludge was either destined for the landfill or the sinter plant (I don’t 
know if they had one).  What caught my eye was the unnatural angle of repose of the sludge 
load in the car.  Our plant tour bus took us past the location several times but I was 
unfortunately never able to get a good photo of the load—and I was the designated 
photographer but my powers were insufficient to get the bus to stop. (Sadly, that blast furnace is 
gone now.) On my layout I intend to replicate this scene by using a very funky way-obsolete 
“Vanderbilt” hopper car which was produced as a resin kit by Westerfield years ago and one of 
those Erie/NYS&W horizontal dump hoppers.

Mike Rabbitt's layout onYoutube

For interested people there are a few videos on Youtube of the late Mike Rabbitt's layout. Mike's 
layout has inspired may modelers, and with these videos, it should inspired many more.

Mike Rabbitt's RR Mill to Mill 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7SNuUO662E&t=5s

Mike Rabbitt's RR Westbound
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10SFoKBDyiI&t=239s

Mike Rabbitt's RR Estbound
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG-7TITCoe8&t=1s

Mike Rabbitt's RR Mill to Mill Part 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1RRRfN-f38

Mike Rabbitt's RR Flyover
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoNlhZHKVWE&t=80s



Let's Upgrade a Bit by Stephen Johnson

What's on the Bench

Let's Upgrade a Bit
By Stephen Johnson

Details details details!  What are we really looking for when we build, Details!!  Whether you are 
going all out and building a room sized mill or are just hoping to do something to catch the eye, 
it is all in the details.  So let's look at one project that will bring out detail, is easy and 
inexpensive to do, and the results just pop.  I am sure this is not new to many of you but I 
decided one day the commercially available Walthers coil loads were just not doing it for me.  I 
realize their product is primarily representing non galvanized roll which generally gives you a 
dull gray look:

and yes these do look the part as you can see here with a prototype photo::



These Walthers coils would do well to represent this but could still use a shot of Dullcote.  Now 
for me, I like galvanized rolls that have a brighter silver look to them and yes there are some 
commercial products that fit this bill but they can be pricey.  So now time to embark on a quick 
and easy upgrade.  I had bought a few packages of the Walthers coil rolls and wanted to 
brighten them up a bit and by using some spray paint, some decals, some automotive pin stripe 
and a touch of glue as needed, I went from gray to galvanized.

I started out by cleaning the Walthers plastic and letting it dry overnight.  I then went to Lowes 
and purchased a can of metallic silver spray paint and stopped by my favorite hobby shop 
Mainline Hobby Supply to see if they had the right size black stripe decal sheet.  Microscale 
makes a good stripe sheet and as luck would have it, it was in stock.  On the way home I 
wondered if the decal would work or if I needed something a bit more robust, so I stopped by 
my local Pep Boys and found thin black automotive pinstripe which was about the same width 
as the decals.  Taking the gray coil loads outside on a nice warm day and laying them out in a 
line, I sprayed them with the metallic silver and let them dry, then turned them over and painted 
the bottom side and in the hole and let it dry.  The following day I tried both methods of using 
the decals on some and pinstripe on others and found the results were almost identical!  



and yes these do look the I cut the stripes long enough to cover the width of the coil, both sides 
and enough to go into the roll itself.  Keep a bottle of CA handy only because if your fingers are 
oily at all using the pinstripe, the striping will not adhere too well inside the hole and you may 
have to spot glue them.part as you can see here with a prototype photo::

So for me, the end result was I was able to take a minimally priced product, a bit of ingenuity, 
and a nice day outside to paint, and created galvanized coil rolls which to me really catch the 
eye.  Happy Modeling!



Ubiquitous  Contractors Work Truck by Franklin Forge and Gear 

What's on the Bench

UBIQUITOUS CONTRACTORS WORK TRUCK

     Sometimes in our model steel mills it is very hard to find a particular vehicle that might ‘fit” our needs.  
At the Franklin Forge and Gear there was a need for some non-descript contractors work trucks.  But 
finding a truck to match a particular era or even close is sometimes hard to find.   That is when a good eye 
and some remedial kitbashing skills are good to have.  
      
      Some basic things to keep in mind.  Matchbox and Hot Wheels and almost any other “carded” diecast 
vehicles are designed for what the toy industry calls “Box-Size”.   In other words, what will fit in a certain 
size blister pack attached to a cardboard card.  So, you may get a vehicle that is actually close to HO 
scale or it may be only be able to use as a background vehicle. Compare the two truck bodies in the 
picture below for a great example of size difference.  A good rule of thumb is you can go just about 10% 
either way with size as long as you don’t put things that are truly out of scale right next to something that is 
in scale.  However, this is not always true.  Have you ever noticed that HO scale people seem to come in 
different sizes?  There are big people that seem abnormally big for HO Scale and some that approach N-
Scale proportions.  So, just be cognizant of this difference and you should not have many issues.  
Remember, you are only making mere props to enhance your scenery of your layout.  You are not 
kitbashing them to be anything other than that.   Some will make good loads coming in and out of the mill 
and some will look good in the minutia of everyday mill life.
     
       When I came across this Matchbox Monster Truck it screamed “Work Truck”.  But a work truck with 
monster tires?   But I couldn’t pass it up.   Matchbox trucks and cars in my area of the country are hard to 
find.   So, with a future kitbash in mind I got a few.   For this kitbash I needed some prototype pictures for a 
guide and found several of them on the web.  I determined it was from the mid 1960’s and couple of 
searches later and I had determined it was a 1966 Quad Cab 4WD Dodge Power Wagon.   But how to 
make it a “normal” truck from a Monster Truck?  Having done a lot of kitbashing of diecast cars and trucks 
I knew this would be a concise, simple, straightforward kitbash. 
     
       I started by doing a simple comparison of the wheelbases of different trucks that were available, I 
found a suitable set in a more modern vehicle, but the tires were very close to a “normal” 4WD.  I should 
also point out that since Matchbox vehicles are “Box Size” the width may vary also.  So, when choosing a 
set of wheels keep this in mind.  
       
       Once the vehicles are selected the next thing to do is start taking them apart.   First, drill out the two 
attachment Rivets on the bottom of the vehicles.  Usually they are metal and sometimes one of them may 
actually be plastic.   Wear your protective gear such as safety glasses.  Since you won’t be attaching them 
by screws or anything you won’t have to be particularly neat when drilling them out.  
      
       After then vehicles are apart, I usually put the metal parts that need to be painted, in a jar of Pine sol 
for a few days.  But there are other ways of stripping the paint from the diecast.  I would recommend using 
the method you are comfortable with.   The Pine sol strips the paint from the metal parts cleanly and not 
harm the metal.   It is also readily available at most big-box and grocery stores.  Also, it isn’t too dangerous 
but as always wear your safety glasses and use gloves.  After this is done, I clean the parts in soap and 
water then wash them in alcohol.  I usually use a “Rattle” can type of paint to paint the vehicle, Rustoleum 
2X in a few light coats usually works.
    
       I then start on the actual kitbashing.   I take a Dremel Tool with a milling tool that is capable of 
removing plastic.  In the picture you will see the chassis of the gray vehicle has been extensively modified. 
 Notice it was almost ground flat so it would accept the Dodge body.  This part can be tedious, but I would 
highly recommend taking it slowly and checking every so often the fit of the two main parts, body, and 
chassis.  
    



       I then took a Dremel Cutoff wheel and carefully removed the front bumper and rear bumper off the 
Dodge chassis to be painted.  The interior part that also contains the bed was masked off and painted to 
color match the rest of the truck bed.  The roof of the truck was masked and painted white to match the 
pictures on the web.  Wheels were carefully brush painted by hand.  
     
        These kitbashed vehicles were not built to be anything other than a static model.  When re-
assembling the model, I use Fix-All glue available from my local Dollar Tree store.  Using only the small 
amount of glue needed to keep the model together, one will find it dries quite hard overnight.  
     
        For the front tire I took the Dremel Cutoff wheel and carefully cut the spare tire off the roof rack from 
the gray vehicle.  I finished cutting it by hand using a boxcutter blade.  It too was hand painted then glued 
on the Front of the truck.



1966 Quad-Cab Power Wagon 4WD           Random picture from web     

      Although this kitbash may not perfect and there is always room for improvement, I feel this is a great 
looking kitbash that cost only $2 and was not hard to build.  I built 3 of them and should make a nice fleet 
of contractor work trucks at the mill.   The one that is still on the blister card will be made into a 2WD 
version by using a different truck and wheelbase.  
     
     Just remember to go slow fitting the parts and milling the chassis to fit the body.   I would highly 
recommend doing a kitbash of this type as a beginning project and then as you progress in your new skills 
you will be able to kitbash other diecast vehicles for your mill and layout in general.  Eventually, you might 
be inspired to tackle stuff like this:
1964 Stageway wagon for transporting Railroad Dignitaries, visiting The Mill, from the train station to the 
hotel.

     These kitbashes can add a lot of variety in vehicles to your mill. Use it either as a foreground vehicle or 
in the background. Just be cognizant of the “Box Size” of the vehicles.



Lineside Article Reprints

Lineside was a quarterly newsletter focused on many different industries not just steel mills. The articles that were about steel mills helped 
many modelers and help people to understand how the steel making process worked.

After receiving permission from Stan Knotts and John Teichmoeller, a few of these steel mill related article will be featured in issues of The 
Mill. Some of these articles maybe obsolete from the technology that we have today but there are great article none the less.  These articles 
are photo copied from past issues. Thanks John and Stan for allowing these to be shared. Original article by Phil Baggley.









STEEL MILL MODELERS
A SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG) OF THE NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

MEMBER BENEFITS

●Priority registration for events.

●Annual Steel Mill Modelers Meet – The annual meet is held some time from mid-August through Labor Day weekend 
from Thursday evening through Sunday morning and features steel mill modeling clinics, layout tours and where possible 
prototype tours.

●Quarterly “Steel Mill Modelers Journal” – The journal serves as the official newsletter to members and contains articles 
and data that pertains’ to steel mill design, operations and modeling. Also featured are product releases and how to find 
information.

●Clinic Slides and Presentation Material – Presentations from the annual meet are available.

●Plant Directory – Have your layout listed in the steel mill plant directory. Use this directory to contact other modelers 
who have steel mill operations on their layout.

●Reference Exchange – Share blue prints, photos, reference materials, member designed and constructed unique steel 
mill features and details.

●Dean Freytag award – Be judged by your peers and earn this prestigious award at the annual meet for excellence in steel 
mill modeling.

DUES

●$60.00 per year for US members

●$75.00 per year for International members (the additional dues for international members barely covers the cost of 
postage to send out the Journal).

For more information on dues, member benefits, membership, and the annual meet please contact the SMMSIG

    http://www.con-sys.comhttps://circuscitydecals.com/

https://smmsig.org/
https://circuscitydecals.com/




Modern Steel Mini-Mill Details for the Modeler order form.

phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com

mailto:phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com


Ghost Rails XIX



Armco book in the works

Frank Sabo is currently writing a book on Armco Steel -AK Steel. He is looking for images of 
Armco locomotives both roster and action, rolling stock, and also photos of any of Armco’s 
structures. These photos can be from any year or any plant. If you would like to make a photo 
contribution, please contact Frank by email. The book will be published by Morning Sun Books with 
a release date sometime in 2022. Frank Sabo can be contacted through his email 
SP_Lives@rocketmail.com or Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/frankie.sabo

mailto:SP_Lives@rocketmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/frankie.sabo


www.tsmrr.com

Click here to download
The Sept 2019 magazine

For free using they
coupon at checkout

THEMILL

http://www.tsmrr.com/
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/product/august-2019-rio-grande-southern-from-rico-to-dolores-in-s-and-the-artistic-franklin-ridge-lines-in-ho/
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/product/august-2019-rio-grande-southern-from-rico-to-dolores-in-s-and-the-artistic-franklin-ridge-lines-in-ho/
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/product/august-2019-rio-grande-southern-from-rico-to-dolores-in-s-and-the-artistic-franklin-ridge-lines-in-ho/
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/product/august-2019-rio-grande-southern-from-rico-to-dolores-in-s-and-the-artistic-franklin-ridge-lines-in-ho/
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/product/august-2019-rio-grande-southern-from-rico-to-dolores-in-s-and-the-artistic-franklin-ridge-lines-in-ho/


http://allscalerails.com/

http://allscalerails.com/


Steel Mill Related Videos

Green Frog Productions
*Styrene The Ideals, Tips and Techniques of Dean Freytag.

PCN Tours
*Joy Mining Machinery
*ArcelorMittal Steel

Pentrex
*Eastern Kentucky Coal

Plets Express
*C&NWs Iron Ore Route
*Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range Vol 1
*Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range Vol 2
*Lake Superior & Ishpeming Vol 1
*Lake Superior & Ishpeming Vol 2
*Bessemer & Lake Erie
*LTV Ore Lines
*Missabe T-Birds
*Missabe Rails
*Missabe Winter Vol 1
*Missabe Winter Vol 2
*North Shore Mining Railroad
*Ohio Rails and the Wheeling & Lake Erie
*Railroads & Ships of U.S. Steel
*Taconite Trains of Minnesota Vol 1
*Taconite Trains of Minnesota Vol 2
*Birmingham Southern
*Elgin Joliet & Eastern
*Tribute to the Erie Mining Ore Lines
*Twin Ports Trackside Vol 1 Duluth Minnesota
*Twin Ports Trackside Vol 2 Superior Wisconsin

Prairie Works
*Hot Metal
* Union Railroad
* On the Great Lakes
* Lake Superior Iron
* Missabe Retrospective
* Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range Steam Power
* Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range Depots & Structures
* Taconite Haulers
*USS Duluth Works  - Photo Video
*Super detailing a Walthers Blast Furnace Part 1
*Super detailing a Walthers Blast Furnace Part 2

Model Railroader’s  Dream - Plan  - Build
* Railroads and Steel

Videotrain
*The Union Railroad

Resources



Steel Mill Related Books

*Morning Sun Books
By Stephen Timko
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #1
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #2
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #3
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #4
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #5
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #6
Steel Mill Railroads in Color Vol #7
Appalachian Coal Mines and Railroad Vol#1
Appalachian Coal Mines and Railroad Vol#2
Appalachian Coal Mines and Railroad Vol#3
Industrial Railroading Vol#1
Industrial Railroading Vol#1
Union Railroad Power In Color

Steel Mill Railroad Facilities and Equipment (eBook)

By Robert Wilt
Bethlehem Steel Company  Vol #1, Obtaining – Transporting  Raw Material, and Making Iron
Bethlehem Steel Company  Vol #2  Making Steel, Finished Product Handling, and the Final Years

By David C. Schauer
LS&I Vol #1
LS&I Vol #2
Duluth Missabe and Iron Range Railway in Color
Minnesota Mining Railroads in Color Vol #1

By Richard C. Borkowski Jr.
Union Railroad In Color

By  Kurt Reisweber & Brad Esposito
Pittsburg & Shawmut

*St. Louis County Historical Society
Taconite New Life for Minnesota's Iron Range The History Of Erie Mining Company 

*Model Railroader
By Bernard Kempinski
The Model Railroader’s Guild to Steel Mill

*The Railroad Press
By Nevin Sterling Yeakel
Bethlehem Steel

*Plastruct
By Dean Freytag
The Cyclopedia of Industrial Modeling

*Walthers
By Dean Freytag
The History of Making and Modeling of Steel

Phillip H. Burnside
Modeler Steel Mini-Mill Details for the Modeler

All Scale Rails
John Tews Timber River Railway



*Wayne Cole
Rails of Dream
Y&S New Galilee to Youngstown Lisbon and Ohio River at Smith Ferry, steam, electric, diesel,

Beaver Valley RR coil company
5th Street RR in Beaver

Ghost Rails I
10 RR local histories Ellwood City, New Castle, Leetonia, Sharon, Erie Niles Lisbon RR, E&P RR

Ghost Rails II Western Allegheny RR,
Rt 422 Lake Arthur to Bradys Bend popular bk Lots of West Pittsburgh, Cascade Park, Kaylor, Queen Junction, 
Route 422 to East Brady

Ghost Rails III Electrics
East Liverpool, Calcutta, Beaver, Salem, Rock Springs Park Chester, Steubenville, Leetonia

Ghost Rails IV Industrial Short Lines
5 local rr histories, Wampum, Koppel, Beaver Falls, New Castle, Sandy Lake Note This book has the Beaver 
Valley RR from steel mill perspective quite different from the other Beaver Valley RR book listed above. Covers 
early German Koppel Car Company.

Ghost Rails V PRR Butler,
Allegheny River to Butler USS Sintering Plant and steel mill sintering process

Ghost Rails VI Harmony Route
(Beaver Valley Traction included) Tons of very local history, popular bk Lots of Ellwood, New Castle, Koppel, 
Beaver Falls, Butler, Pittsburgh

Ghost Rails VII Short Line
Pittsburgh to Butler, other half of Harmony line history.

Ghost Rails VIII B&O Northern Sub
Butler, Foxburg, Marienville , Mt Jewett, K&K RR, Kinzua Bridge, a little Tionesta Valley, Kane

Ghost Rails IX State Line Legend
New Castle dynamite. Bessemer, P&LE Gateway yards, Sharon Steel Lowellville plant, critters, Narrow gauge, 
industrial limestone operations, Mt Jackson, Lowellville,

Ghost Rails X Iron Phantoms
Aliquippa and Southern J&L Very popular steel mill book. Just had a very limited reprint March 2018

Ghost Rails XI Shenango Valley Steel
New Castle to Sharon Sharon— tons of New Castle, history of Sharon Steel, Youngstown, Center Street, NS to 
Hubbard and Sharon. Good complex history!!

Ghost Rails XII Seamless B&W History
Beaver Falls, Ambridge, Koppel touch of National Electric, Armco, AM Byers, PRR Economy Branch. Good 
steel mill history Beaver Valley

Ghost Rails XIII Hilliards Branch
Butler County, and North Bessemer, Unity RR, Pa. Turnpike, PRR Plum Creek in Verona

Ghost Rails XIV Hallowed Ground
Conneaut Lake, Linesville, Meadville, Mercer, Cheswick and Harmar RR, B&LE history, Harwick Coal Mine and 
Pa. greatest coal mining disaster



Ghost Rails XV Monongahela
Connection RR, Pittsburgh J&L, extensive Pittsburgh history, Allegheny and South Side, PRR Whitehall 
Branch, B&O in Glenwood, sister book of Volume 10

Ghost Rails XVI Republic Steel Youngstown
Detailed history of Republics Steel Youngstown from 1850 to its demise in 1980s and the aftermath.

Keystone Driller history
industry in Beaver Falls, early well drilling, steam, diesel, electric

Youngstown and Southern / Pittsburgh Lisbon and Western
Special Edition to Dick Mumma last Y&S Superintendent, Coil bound, 75 pages / 26 color, new photo collection 
covers Ohio Central Y&S operation and Y&SE to 2018

 Steel Mill Related Websites

Groups
*Steel Mill Modelers Special Interest Group
http://www.smmsig.org/

Facebook:
*Bessemer Subdivision
https://www.facebook.com/groups/787429424621662/?fref=nf
*Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad Sightings Page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1029716723816394/
*Birmingham Southern-Fairfield Southern
https://www.facebook.com/groups/337021349697833/
*BSRR/FSRR
https://www.facebook.com/groups/471524686212350/
*Coal Critter of Kentucky
https://www.facebook.com/groups/446906699000395/
*Harrisburg Terminal Railroad
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Terminal-Railroad-271356453384157/
*Chicago Area Steel Mills
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1679894998965838/
*Hot Metal Trains
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1143908999010704/
*Iron Ore Modeling
https://www.facebook.com/groups/559496990829520/
*J&L Narrow Gauge Railroad
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rolling.ingot/
*Munhall, Bessemer and Port Perry
https://www.facebook.com/munhallbessemerandportperry/
*New Boston Steel Mill and Coke Plant
https://www.facebook.com/groups/349284928484151/
*Timber River Railway
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1591376621172524/
*The Splitrock Mining Company layout
https://www.facebook.com/The-Splitrock-Mining-Company-layout-326394957565987/
*Steel Plant Museum of Western New York
https://www.facebook.com/SteelPlantMuseumWNY
*Steel Mill Modelers
https://www.facebook.com/SteelMillModelers/
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https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Terminal-Railroad-271356453384157/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/559496990829520/
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Facebook: Continued
*Steel Mill Modeling
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/708840849171343/
*Steel Mill Pictorial
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1561038727264008/
*U.S. Steel Duluth Works
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101591233225098/
*Youngstown Steel Heritage
https://www.facebook.com/SteelHeritage/

Photographs
*2007 Steel Mill Modelers meet
http://www.pbase.com/jtunnel/2007_steel_modelers_meet&page=1
*Birmingham Rails
http://www.bhamrails.info/
*Rick Rowlands
https://www.flickr.com/photos/33523379@N03/sets/
*The Rust Jungle
http://www.therustjungle.com/

Layouts:
*Acme Steel Riverdale BOF & Chicago BF Modeled in HO scale(1/87)
http://www.trainweb.org/chicagosteel/index.htm
*Bethlehem Steel Layout
http://www.brokenbushandroundtop.com/bethlehemsteel/
*Columbia River Steel Corporation
http://www.prairie-works.com/crsc.html
*Dave Scale Modeling
http://daveayers.com/Modeling/Steel.htm
*DK Recycling
http://www.frankshuette.de/
*Forsten Online
http://www.stahlbahn.de/index.php
*Harrisburg Terminal Railroad
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Terminal-Railroad-271356453384157/
*Pittsburgh and Western Railroad - Paul Lapointe
http://www.coaldivision.org/pittsburgh_and_western.html
*Pittsburgh, Youngstown & Ashtabula RR
http://www.pyamodelrailroad.com/
*Republic of Train World
http://trainworldcity.webs.com/apps/blog/show/43914314-the-trainworld-city-steel-works-and-duluth-works-

Blogs
*KV&O and D&D Mining & Steel
http://doncsx.blogspot.com/
*Musser Steel Mill
http://mussersteelmill.blogspot.com/
*The Mill
https://steelindustray.blogspot.com/

Message Groups
Steel.Groups.io
https://groups.io/g/STEEL
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Hobby Shops
*Joswood
http://lasercut-shop.de/Joswood-Ltd
*KenRay Models
https://kenraymodels.com/
*State Tool & Die
http://www.statetoolanddie.com/

Podcast
*A Modelers Life
https://www.amodelerslife.com/
*Model Railroad Hobbyist podcast
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/podcast/episodes
*The Roundhouse
http://theroundhousepodcast.com/

Manufactures
*Adair Shops
http://adairshops.net/index.php  
*Plastruct
https://plastruct.com/
*State Tool & Die
http://www.statetoolanddie.com/
*Steel Mill Modelers Supply
https://www.facebook.com/steelmodelerssupply/

Museums
*National Iron & Steel Heritage Museum
https://steelmuseum.org
*National Museum of Industrial History
www.nmih.org
*Sloss Furnaces
https://www.slossfurnaces.com/
*Steel Plant Museum of Western New York
http://steelplantmuseumwny.org/
*Youngstown Steel Heritage
http://www.todengine.org/

Steel Mill Related Picture CDs

Prairie Works
http://www.prairie-works.com/
* Minnesota Iron & Steel
* Heavy Industry Postcards
* Copper & Nickel
* Tod Engine Project

Any steel mill related videos, books or website that should be included on this list please send information to  
don_csx@hotmail.com
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