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I am one of many modelers who did not have a chance to meet Dean before his passing but are highly 
influenced by his modeling of the steel industry. Many newcomers to the hobby that model steel mills 
don’t recognize the name, Dean Freytag. In this and following issues I hope to introduce these 
modelers to  Dean’s layout  and show modelers with a little imagination an empire can be built. Dean’s 
layout was not built overnight and it did see many changes over the years as Dean’s added to and 
took away from his steel empire. 

This is the first of 3 special issues of The Mill Newsletter featuring the late Dean Freytag’s South Ridge 
and Davis Steel layout. In this issue we will take a look at the over layout. Issue two will consist of the 
structures Dean built and issue three will be of his vehicles and rolling stock. There may be a possible 
forth issue of random pictures that members didn’t submitted in time to be published in these issues. 

In this issues, you will find photos taken by modelers that visited Dean’s layout during various times of 
the building of it. The photos will be categorized by people that submitted them and all are used with 
permission by the person who submitted the photos. 

Dean was known to many as the father of steel mill modeling. 

Sadly Dean passed away December 25, 2010. 
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possible 
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Layout drawings used with permission from Kalmbach Publishing. 

Layout drawings show the changes that Dean made to the South Ridge Lines between November 1998 and 
November 2008. 
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SUPERDETAILNG WALTHERS COKE OVENS: The 
Walthers Coke Ovens is a great kit and the only one of its 
kind, but it is somewhat thin on some details, lacks some key 
components and is too small.

This video shows how to transform two Walthers kits into 
something approaching museum-quality. Tons of detail are 
added to the kits that includes lengthening them, walkways, 
handrails, trolley lines, ammonia liquor spray pipes, modified 
quench tower, quench locomotive, coke guide, door 
extractor, oven pusher, coal dumphouse, coke load-out, coke 
wharf and new smokestack Finally the finished model is 
painted, weathered and mounted to the base with trackage.

The presenter is Jeff Borne, known for his heavy industry 
HO-scale layout “Columbia River Steel Corp.”

Includes a self-starting CD-ROM “book” with 314 photos and 
a list of parts used in the project and a 100-page construction 
instructions (in PDF format). CD contents can be printed out. 
The video is two hours. $24.95 + free shipping (in the United 
States only)

http://www.statetoolanddie.com/
http://www.prairie-works.com/steel-mill-modeling.html


The Steel Mill Modelers SIG is hosting STEEL ZOOMIN’ for anyone interested in modeling steel mills and their 
related industries.  During the winter, these meetings were held on the second Saturday of each month.  
However, as we move into warmer months, the meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 
8pm, Eastern Time.  Check the Steel Mill Modelers website for the latest information: SMMSIG.org.

There is no need to RSVP for this event, but it is limited to the first 100 persons who log into this Zoom meeting.  
Attendees have given clinics on topics such as steel mill photos, modeling techniques, and virtual layout tours.  
Following the presentations, we have a “show-and-tell” for anyone who wishes to share with the group, using a 
Zoom feature that allows each person in the meeting to show, via live video and audio, their workbench projects.  
    
This is an opportunity for you to show off and ask questions. We would ask that you limit your sharing to no more 
than three pictures of your project(s) and please limit your discussion to a one to two minutes. To share photos, 
store the photo(s) on your computer and open on your "Desktop.” This will make it easy to share using the green 
“Share” button on the Zoom screen. We are also always looking for future meeting items.   See the full agenda 
below.

These meetings are recorded and links to the “Steel Zoomin’ Meetup Videos” are available in the “Members 
Area” of the Steel Mill Modelers website (SMMSIG.org). Please note that this is available for members only.    
You can join on the Steel Mill Modelers website (SMMSIG.org).  
If you are not a member but would like to receive invitations to these meetings, please send an email 
request to phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com.

Virtual meeting tips:
Computer preparation: If you have time, reboot your computer before you begin an important session. Close any 
other programs that are communicating via the internet to save bandwidth.  Close out of email or any other 
application that sends notifications. You want to eliminate these distractions during our sessions, and you do not 
want them to appear if you are sharing your desktop during your presentation. 

Arrive early so that you and your computer or smart phone are set up and functioning and that you have time to 
get comfortable with muting and chatting.
     
Sharing layouts: Videos tend to be jerky over Zoom so it better to take a series of pictures and show those 
pictures of your layout.

Sharing pictures: To show more than one photo or drawing, try putting the images into a Power Point file and 
then just go through slide by slide on your desktop to share the presentation.
When using a smart phone to use Zoom, set your smart phone down in a cradle so that your image does not 
bounce around with your hand movement.

Become proficient with the MUTE function.  If you have a cough or sneeze coming, or you need to type 
something in CHAT, hit the mute.  Remember to turn it back on.  Avoid typing until you can mute (meaning you 
are no longer talking). Typing, especially if your keyboard is next to your microphone, is LOUD !  
Many of us have been stuck at home and not used to speaking, so if coughing may be an issue, keep a glass of 
water or cough drops handy.

Finally, avoid virtual backgrounds.  They take up a lot of bandwidth. It may be better to simply purchase a 
backdrop, use a curtain, or have a plain wall behind you. 

Phillip B.
  

mailto:phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com


STEEL MILL MODELERS
A SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG) OF THE NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

MEMBER BENEFITS

●Priority registration for events.

●Annual Steel Mill Modelers Meet – The annual meet is held some time from mid-August through Labor Day weekend 
from Thursday evening through Sunday morning and features steel mill modeling clinics, layout tours and where possible 
prototype tours.

●Quarterly “Steel Mill Modelers Journal” – The journal serves as the official newsletter to members and contains articles 
and data that pertains’ to steel mill design, operations and modeling. Also featured are product releases and how to find 
information.

●Clinic Slides and Presentation Material – Presentations from the annual meet are available.

●Plant Directory – Have your layout listed in the steel mill plant directory. Use this directory to contact other modelers 
who have steel mill operations on their layout.

●Reference Exchange – Share blue prints, photos, reference materials, member designed and constructed unique steel 
mill features and details.

●Dean Freytag award – Be judged by your peers and earn this prestigious award at the annual meet for excellence in steel 
mill modeling.

DUES

●$60.00 per year for US members

●$75.00 per year for International members (the additional dues for international members barely covers the cost of 
postage to send out the Journal).

For more information on dues, member benefits, membership, and the annual meet please contact the SMMSIG

    http://www.con-sys.com

https://smmsig.org/




Scaletrains.com Rivet Counter HO Scale Thrall-Trinity 42’ Coil Steel Car
Second Run

This is ScaleTrains.com second run of these cars. This run includes cars lettered in CSX with 
the boxcar logo on the hoods and Norfolk Southern with the Protect III logo on its hood. Each 
road name has four different numbers.  

These cars are loaded with factory-applied details, five coils load metal wheels, and Kadee 
compatible couples. 

Cars retail at $59.99

Look for a product review in the upcoming July 1st is of The Mill Newsletter. 

                                                      ScaleTrains.com



Modern Steel Mini-Mill Details for the Modeler order form.

phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com

mailto:phillipsfoundry@yahoo.com


Ghost Rails XVII Steel Graveyards



Armco book in the works

Frank Sabo is currently writing a book on Armco Steel -AK Steel. He is looking for images of 
Armco locomotives both roster and action, rolling stock, and also photos of any of Armco’s 
structures. These photos can be from any year or any plant. If you would like to make a photo 
contribution, please contact Frank by email. The book will be published by Morning Sun Books with 
a release date sometime in 2022. Frank Sabo can be contacted through his email 
SP_Lives@rocketmail.com or Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/frankie.sabo

mailto:SP_Lives@rocketmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/frankie.sabo
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Click here to download
The Sept 2019 magazine

For free using they
coupon at checkout

THEMILL
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